
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY –PAUL, SILAS and LYDIA IN PHILIPPI 
(Script sent by an anonymous friend with permission to share) 
For Sunday School students who are good readers. The story in 
this week’s Christian Science Bible Lesson is in Scenes 4-6 and 8) 

CAST FOR ALL SCENES is 10 (or 6 for Scenes 4-6, 8): 

Lydia: a Gentile businesswoman and widow in Philippi (Macedonia) originally 
from Asia Minor, interested in Judaism 

Susannah: a woman in Lydia’s household 

Rebecca: a woman in Lydia’s household 

Hannah: a woman in Lydia’s household 

Paul: a devoted Christian missionary, originally a Pharisee from Tarsus; a 
Roman citizen  

Silas: a young fellow missionary with Paul 

Lucas: a citizen of Philippi; a retired Roman soldier 

Ruth: a psychic slave girl in Philippi, exploited by her owners 

Romulus: the brutal owner of Ruth 

Judge: a judge in the court of Philippi 

Anthony: a jailer in the Philippian prison 

SCENE 1: AT THE CITY GATES OF PHILIPPI 

Paul and Silas enter together after their long journey. 

Paul: (approaching a stranger) Good morning, friend. We have just arrived in 
your fair city and would like some directions as we have never been here 
before. We have just travelled all the way from the seaport of Troas. Can you 
please tell us if there any Jewish synagogues here? 

Lucas: (startled)  Are you joking? There are not even ten faithful Jews here so 
there is certainly no synagogue. This is a Roman colony full of retired Roman 
soldiers like me. We are well-located on the main highway that links the 
eastern provinces to Rome. To be frank, we do not encourage Jews in this 
place. They are usually troublesome fanatics. We Romans dread being 
stationed in Jerusalem, for instance. 



Silas: (laughing instead of offended) Thanks, anyway. We have good news to 
tell and we don’t mind who comprises our audience. 

Lucas: (rudely) I doubt there will be anyone here who wants to hear a Jewish 
message! (more helpfully) Mind you, I have heard that there are some women 
who pray together at the Gangites River each Saturday. They call themselves 
“God-fearers”. They aren’t Jewish but they might know more about religious 
matters than I do. 

Paul: That could be the lead we are after. Which way should we go to locate 
them? 

Lucas: If you go straight ahead and then left at the marketplace, you will 
eventually come to the river bank. Follow it north a little way until you see the 
grove of olive trees. They should be near there. 

Silas: That is kind of you. We will hope to see you around if we manage to stay 
longer. 

Lucas: Goodbye and good luck! 

SCENE 2: AT THE RIVER GANGITES 

Lydia: (speaking with authority) Thank you all for coming. It’s a beautiful day 
to be praying together. We can praise the one God for the deep shadows cast 
by the canopy of branches over our heads, sheltering us from the heat. The 
river is our peaceful synagogue since we have no building. 

Hannah: Yes, thank You, Lord. I long to know more about You and Your love 
for Your chosen people. How shall we begin today, Lydia? 

Lydia: Let us pray the few words we know. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.” 

Rebecca: Amen. (pause) You know, as much as I put my trust in these words, 
I wish we had a way of knowing more about God. We need more guidance. 
What a shame we have no proper synagogue here and no rabbi to teach us. 
It’s hard to be faithful when we have not been instructed directly. 

Lydia: One day, surely, God will send us someone who can enrich our 
understanding. We are so keen to know, aren’t we? 

Paul and Silas approach but respectfully keep their distance. 

Paul: (calling out politely) Good afternoon, ladies. May we be permitted to 
approach you even though we are strangers from far away in Jerusalem? 



Lydia: (whispering to the other ladies) Could this possibly be the answer to 
our prayers? These men are dressed as traditional Jews. Maybe they are 
religious. (calling in response to Paul) You are welcome here if you respect 
our prayers. We are meeting in service to the Lord God of Jacob and Moses. I 
am Lydia and these are my dearest friends and employees: Rebecca, 
Susannah and Hannah. 

Paul: (coming closer) How marvellous! We, too, are followers of the one God 
and we are loyal to the Torah. I am Paul of Tarsus and this is Silas. We have 
been travelling a long time and speaking to as many people as possible about 
the mighty One and His son. 

Susannah: We have been praying to the Jewish God for some time but we 
know nothing of His son. Who is this person? 

Silas: (passionately) His name is Jesus. He is the expected Saviour and we 
know he is the fulfilment of prophecy. We travel from city to city to spread the 
message of his incredible life.  

Paul: He lived in Galilee, but preached in many different regions, including 
Samaria and Judea. He was very, very famous for being a healer of all kinds 
of diseases even blindness, palsy, leprosy and demons. People came from far 
and wide to hear him and be healed.  

Silas: He even fulfilled prophecy when he raised the dead, more than once, in 
front of countless public witnesses! He taught a message of total love and 
acceptance. He based everything on the old scriptures handed down from 
the patriarchs. He never wanted to be a political king. 

Paul: (seriously) However, he was crucified due to a conspiracy between the 
Romans and the Jewish High Priest. They were maddened by his popularity. 

Lydia: (shocked) Crucified? How dreadful! What an agonising end to a good 
man. 

Paul: (with shining conviction) Yes, but the most glorious thing is, it wasn’t the 
end at all. There are many contemporary witnesses to prove that he actually 
rose from the dead and lived amongst his followers for at least forty days. 
This has lit a fire of conviction in his followers. We absolutely know that his 
words are true. The healing work goes on and proves the truth of our 
convictions. 

Rebecca: Did you see him and know him? 

Paul: I personally did not but I know people like Peter who is Jesus’ right hand 
man. I trust Peter completely. Besides, I have come to know the Christ spirit 



directly and I have been completely changed by its power as I used to 
actually persecute the Jesus followers before my complete change of heart.  

Silas: There are now many, many believers like us in Jerusalem and 
surrounding areas. The word is spreading and thousands are being baptised 
even though the persecutions are ongoing. The Romans are determined to 
stamp out this new “cult” as they call it. 

Susannah: (horrified) That is unnerving to hear, considering this place is a 
Roman outpost. But if your compelling news is genuinely of God, it cannot be 
halted.  

Lydia: How can we earn the right to be baptised? 

Silas: (with strength) You only need to understand that Jesus is the Christ 
then you will feel in your heart how to be a disciple of such a merciful and holy 
one. We are called “Christians” now. Our enemies tried to slander us with that 
name, but now we love the word and want to be identified by it. After all, the 
Christ is the expected Messiah that Jews have longed for. 

Lydia: (enthusiastically) You are already the answer to our prayers! We are 
God-fearing women. Now we so want to learn more about Jesus and find out 
how to be useful to you in your mission. May we all be baptised right here, 
right now? 

Rebecca: Yes, we truly believe you and we trust Lydia’s judgment. The fire of 
your words has touched us deeply! 

Paul: Certainly you may be baptised. Let’s go to the water’s edge and I will 
lead you into this solemn commitment. Truly God meant us to find each other 
today.  

SCENE 3: AT THE RIVER, AFTER THE BAPTISM CEREMONY 

Lydia: Paul and Silas, how can we thank you enough for sharing this love of 
Christ with us? This is the very best day of our lives! If you are now confident 
that I am in this with you and believe in the Master truly, come home with me 
and be my guests. I am a prominent businesswoman as I have the ability to 
make purple cloth which is expensive and luxurious. I learned the secret of 
this in my hometown of Lydia, before I came here with my husband. After he 
died, I felt compelIed to continue as the head of a large household of women. 
However, we have separate quarters we can offer you in hospitality. This may 
be unconventional, but it sounds like you have accepted a brand new way of 
looking at life, as it is! 

Susannah: (earnestly) Please feel welcome. We would like to assist you and 
you certainly need somewhere to stay. 



Silas: (gratefully) How can we refuse? We need a base for our preaching and 
you have just offered us the right opportunity. Thank you so much!  

Paul: Lydia, you need to be warned that this new faith does not appeal to 
everyone. There will be intense resistance. You will need a lot of courage in 
the hard times to come. We already know what it is to see our friends 
whipped, imprisoned and even murdered. Are you sure you can take the risk? 

Lydia: (confidently) We are sure. We have put our trust in God for as long as 
we have been together in Philippi. I think we have been preparing for this 
special day without actually realising it. Now let us go home to my place and 
you must rest before proceeding to talk to others. 

They all walk off together. 

SCENE 4: IN THE STREETS OF PHILIPPI, A FEW DAYS LATER 

Paul: What are they all looking at over there, do you think, Silas? 

Silas: I watched the spectacle yesterday. That big man has a slave girl whom 
he totally exploits for money. They all believe she has psychic powers and so 
she is paid to tell people’s fortunes. Naturally, her master gets the money! 
Poor girl. 

Paul: Alright, we will preach from this side of the market and avoid that 
crowd. Pray for me now as I begin to tell them about Jesus. 

Ruth: (looking up and calling loudly from the other side of the market) These 
men are working for the Most High God. They’re laying out the road to 
salvation for you! These men are working for the Most High God! 

People in the market stare and point in a critical way. 

Silas: She doesn’t seem to really know what she is saying, Paul. But she is 
attracting all sorts of unwelcome attention. Perhaps we should move on? 

Paul: No, I will continue. God will protect us. (authoritatively and loudly) 
People of Philippi, gather around and hear astonishing news… 

SCENE 5: THREE DAYS LATER IN THE MARKETPLACE 

Ruth: (calling loudly as she follows closely behind Paul and Silas, harassing 
them) These men are working for the Most High God. They’re laying out the 
road to salvation for you! These men are working for the Most High God! Look 
on them!  

Paul: (stopping in the middle of the street and confronting Ruth and those 
people following her) Get out, you spirits! In the name of Christ, get out of her! 



Ruth suddenly falls to the ground, unable to speak or prophesy further. 

Romulus: (prodding the girl unkindly and speaking angrily) Get up, you fool! 
Tell them what you see. Don’t pretend to faint. You have not earned enough 
coins today yet. Get up, I say. 

Ruth: (in a dazed way, as she sits up but cannot stand) I do not know what to 
say anymore. My head is not the same. (rubbing her head in a bewildered 
way) This man has changed me! What can I do? I see nothing of the future. 
Nothing at all. 

Romulus: (furiously kicking her) How dare you defy my commands? Get up 
and go one with your work! You do not have a choice in the matter. Don’t you 
even think about sending me bankrupt! (she still cannot get up even though 
she tries) 

Paul: (firmly) She cannot do as you ask. Your days of selfishly using her are 
over. She is not some money-making scheme but a real person.  Leave her 
alone as she adjusts to a new life. 

Romulus: (savagely grabbing hold of Paul) Who are you to speak to me in this 
way? You are nothing but a Jewish dog. You don’t belong here and you never 
will. I am a genuine citizen, you know. You can’t tell me what to do, you 
moron! I will call the magistrate and you will be quickly ejected from here. 

Romulus and his followers attack Paul and Silas, marching them off to be 
tried. A bloodthirsty mob follows looking for entertainment. 

SCENE 6: IN THE COURT, THE SAME DAY 

Judge: What are the accusations against these men? 

Romulus: My lord, these Jews are disturbing the peace! They are dangerous 
agitators subverting our Roman law and order! These three good witnesses 
with me are citizens and can confirm what I say. There was nearly a riot in the 
marketplace this morning!  

Judge: It is clear that there has been a public disturbance that must be put 
down. We must make an example of these trouble-makers. (announcing the 
sentence) The punishment is thirty lashes minus one. Remove their clothing 
and let the flogging begin. Then they will be imprisoned for fifty days with no 
bail allowed. They will be heavily guarded so there is no chance of them 
escaping. Legs irons must be used and every precaution taken. Dismissed! 

Paul and Silas are dragged outside to be whipped and then imprisoned. 

SCENE 7: AT LYDIA’S HOUSE A FEW HOURS LATER 



Rebecca: (running breathlessly into the room) Lydia, Lydia! The worst thing 
has happened! I heard it in the marketplace. 

Lydia: (alarmed) Rebecca, what on earth is wrong? 

Rebecca: Paul and Silas have been dragged to court, condemned, whipped 
and sent to prison. I am afraid for them – and us! Surely we will become a 
target as well, now that they are taken. What are we to do? We are only 
vulnerable women. 

Lydia: I know some businessmen who might have some influence. I will send 
Susannah to them immediately with a note pleading for mercy. You and I will 
kneel in earnest prayer until we feel calm enough to go on. Surely God is with 
us right here, as well as with Paul and Silas. Jesus taught us one mighty 
prayer and we must know that it will save us. “Our Father, which art in 
heaven”.  There, you see, we all have the one Father. His kingdom is come! 
We don’t have to wait to be delivered. God is holding us safely in His kingdom 
right now and forever. His Spirit is here and now. His loving arms are 
beneath, around, above. If Jesus could find a way out of his tomb, we can find 
a way out of our strife now. “Hallowed be Thy name…” 

SCENE 8: IN THE PRISON AT MIDNIGHT 

Paul: (anxiously and in a kindly way) Are you alright, Silas? Can you sit up 
yet? I have been waiting for you to regain consciousness. Remember that 
Jesus suffered before us. He will help us in every crisis! 

Silas: (moaning softly) I will be alright directly, but I feel so weak. Thank 
goodness we are together, at least. I can barely move my legs at all with 
these heavy irons. The pain is so severe, it is hard to think of anything else. 

Paul: Join me in singing a robust hymn when you feel able. This will 
strengthen our courage. God will not abandon us. (singing Hymn 296) 

Rouse ye, soldiers of the cross,  

And lift your banner high; 

Servants of a mighty cause, 

Put sloth and slumber by. 

Rouse ye, rouse ye, face the foe, 

Rise to conquer death and sin; 

On with Christ to victory go, 

O side with God and win! 



Waken, hear your Captain’s call, 

And follow where he trod; 

Rout the cringing host of fear 

By faith that walks with God. 

Chorus 

Rouse ye; long the conquest waits 

For valor’s act supreme; 

Rouse ye, rest not, do the deeds 

That break the earthly dream 

Chorus 

Suddenly, without warning, there is the rumbling mighty noise of a huge 
earthquake. The jailhouse totters and every door flies open. All the prisoners 
are loose! 

Anthony the jailer: (waking from sleep to see, in the dim light, the doors 
swinging loose on their hinges! He leaps to his feet in alarm) Oh, NO!  I am 
doomed to death! The whole prison is empty. I will lose my head for this! The 
judges will never believe that I had nothing to do with it. I may as well kill 
myself now with my sword. I couldn’t stand the public shame and humiliation! 
What would my family think? I have worked here for years and nothing like 
this has ever happened before. (pulling our his sword)  Help me, gods, if you 
are merciful! 

Paul: (calling out urgently) Wait, my man! Don’t panic, as we are all still here. 
Nobody’s run away. 

Anthony: (bringing a torch) I can’t believe you are still here!  With the irons off 
your legs, you had the chance to escape.  You must be men of great honour! 
As such, you do not deserve to be kept here like rats.  Follow me, now, and I 
will take you out. (earnestly)  Actually, I have heard from friends that you 
freely speak about amazing new ideas.  We have never heard of salvation 
here in Philippi.  Sirs, what do I have to do to be saved, to really live? 

Paul: Put your trust in the Master Jesus. Then you’ll live as you were meant to 
live – and everyone in your household included! 

Silas: Take us to your house and we will tell you the whole wonderful story of 
Jesus and how he overcame death. 



Anthony: Certainly! I will dress your wounds and my wife will give you 
sustenance.  We will make it a festive meal to celebrate deliverance!  Your 
deliverance and ours. Who would believe that this could happen to me?  I 
thought I was a dead man and my children were fatherless.  Instead, we have 
found a whole new way of thinking.  I cannot thank you enough. 

SCENE 9: IN THE COURT THE FOLLOWING DAY 

Judge: (to the assembled authorities) I have received a plea for clemency.  I 
have re-considered the case against the two Jews and I have decided they 
may be released immediately, so long as they leave Philippi forthwith.  Send 
these instructions to the jailer immediately.  

SCENE 10: LATER IN THE SAME COURTROOM, PAUL AND SILAS ENTER 

Judge:  Why are you here before me again? I have released you from prison, 
but you must depart from here immediately.  Be on your way! 

Paul: You beat us up in public and threw us without ceremony into jail. (with 
emphasis) But we are Roman citizens in good standing!  You cannot get rid of 
us on the sly.  You must instead lead us out into the broad daylight.  We 
deserve a public apology, at the very least.  

Judge: (panicking and changing his tone completely)  Did you say Roman 
citizens?  I had no idea!  Of course you must both be treated with respect. 
Please don’t tell the authorities of this simple mistake.  Those who accused 
you will be dealt with severely.  I will personally escort you from the 
courtroom.  Please accept my humble apologies.  It is probably best, though, 
if you leave Philippi quietly when you can.  For your own protection, you 
understand. (humbly) Please.  

Paul:  Fine, we will. But this is not the last you will hear about this. Mark my 
words, the names of Paul and Silas will be known far and wide, for a long time 
to come.  We will depart after saying farewell to our friends here.  There are 
already many of these, I assure you! 

SCENE 10: AT LYDIA’S HOUSE, A LITTLE LATER 

Lydia: Paul and Silas, we are so relieved to see you set free! We prayed all 
night and I asked some business friends of mine to intervene when they 
could. 

Paul: You are such a loyal and good woman. We felt your spiritual support in 
the prison. Never feel that prayer is in vain. It was a great day when we met 
you at the river. 



Silas: Lydia, we do need to go and spread the word further. We are going to 
Thessalonica next. Thanks for your hospitality and prayers. I will never forget 
your willingness to become a Christian. Goodbye and God bless you.  

Rebecca: Goodbye, Silas and Paul, and God bless your work. 

Susannah: We will not forget your kindness to us. 

Hannah: Even though we are only women, we will do our best to spread the 
word about Jesus. 

Paul: (encouragingly) I will write letters to you and to all those who come to 
love Jesus. For now it is up to you women to build a strong congregation of 
believers. Don’t be intimidated by the views of men. God does not 
discriminate against women. I am learning more and more that He is not a 
respecter of persons. We are all equal in His sight as He is our Father, as 
Jesus taught us. There will be challenging times ahead but you have each 
other. Please write back to me and keep the people committed to their faith.  

Lydia: (sincerely) I will. God is working His purpose out. Goodbye and God be 
with you. 
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