
A Talk by B. Cobbey Crisler 
AFTER THE MASTER, WHAT? (Acts 13:46–16:3–Bold Leaping at Lystra) 
(partial transcript by prior permission of Janet Crisler & Sue  Merrill)  
 
Acts 13:46 
Now because the Jews were rejecting Paul and Barnabas, look what the 
last five words in Acts 13, verse 46, says.  “We turn to the Gentiles.”  (See 
below) 
 

Acts 13:46   Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: 
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

 
You will find Paul saying this repeatedly.  “We turn to the Gentiles.”  (See 
above) 
 
But, you will notice he would back this up with scriptural authority in Acts 
13, verse 47, he says “the Lord commanded us, saying…” ; and that quote, 
you might write it in the margin of your Bible, is from Isaiah 49, verse 6.  
(See below, paraphrased)   
 

Acts 13:47   For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have 
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth. 
 

Isa 49:6   And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the 
earth. 

 
If the Jews at that period thoroughly comprehended what their prophets 
were saying, that they would focus on many of the verses that mentioned 
Gentiles.   
 
Isaiah 49, verse 6.  And you can reconstruct some of this yourself.  Go to 
your concordances, look up under the word Gentile or Gentiles, and you 
will see that this term is in many of the prophesies leading toward the latter 



days and the final settlement of humanity towards the harmony working 
together that we’re talking about. 
 
That would be very difficult to ignore.  Human beings want to be selective 
about what they take from prophesy, what seems comfortable and fits into 
tradition.  But here Paul recognizes that prophesy says that the “light has to 
fall on the Gentiles.”   (See above, paraphrased) 
 
And then when that happens, salvation will begin to reach the ends of the 
earth.  And look at what has happened in history as Christianity moved out 
of Judaic definition of it and moved around the world. 
 
The question was in Acts 13, verse 48, “as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.”  (See below)  What would you suggest that might 
indicate? 
 

48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed. 

 
What kind of indication do we have throughout the gospels?  Message 
speaks to those who are receptive.  Receptivity is really ordination in a way, 
because receptivity is the prepared ground into which the seed can fall.  
And, eventually, all must become receptive. 
 
In this case, these are the ones who were at that point.  And it’s pretty clear 
that you did not have universal receptivity then anymore than you do now.   
 
The Jews stirred up everybody, and in Acts 13, verse 50 and 52, “the 
disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Ghost; they come to Iconium” still 
known as Iconia in modern Turkey.  (See below, paraphrased) 
 

Acts 13:50   But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable 
women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 
Acts 13:51   But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and 
came unto Iconium. 
Acts 13:52   And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost. 



 
Acts, Chapter 14 begins and “the unbelieving Jews” in Acts 14, verse 2, 
“stirring up the Gentiles.”  (See below, paraphrased) 

Acts 14:2   But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and 
made their minds evil affected against the brethren. 

 
And we find now that this is close on the heels of all the success the church 
makes – a step forward and then a counter step trying to resist and destroy 
what has been achieved.  Church has never been probably such pressure 
up to this moment since the general persecution in Jerusalem.  
 
Now the world is waking up to what Christianity means, that it means to 
embrace all of humanity.  And all of humanity is not willing to be embraced.   
 
So, the “stirring up occurs.”  Acts 14, verse 4, shows you a “division in the 
city, an actual assault is made” in Acts 14, verse 5, “to stone them.”  (See 
below, paraphrased) 

 
Acts 14:4   But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held 
with the Jews, and part with the apostles. 
Acts 14:5   And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, 
and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to 
stone them, 
 

“And they leave the city going to Lystra and Derbe, and to the surrounding 
region.”  (See below, paraphrased) 

 
Acts 14:6   They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about: 
 

In the midst of all this persecution and conflict, “there is a man at 
Lytra, a cripple, and born that way.  He never had walked.”  (See 
below, paraphrased) 

Acts 14:7   And there they preached the gospel. 
 
Acts 14:8   And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his 
feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had 
walked: 
 



“Hearing Paul speak, Paul looked at him.”  (See below, paraphrased)    
 
Acts 14:9  The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding 
him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, 
 

Now you remember what we said when Jesus looked at someone?  
“And Peter beheld someone.”  (See above, paraphrased)  Here it says, 
“Paul, stedfastly beholding him.”  The author means much more that 
staring at him doesn’t he?  “Stedfastly beholding him, perceiving” – 
you see it’s an inner sight – “perceiving he had faith to be healed.”  
(See above, paraphrased) 
 
Now, if he hadn’t, the implication is what?  They were many that 
needed healing there, but receptivity – the patient has to be part of it 
apparently.  Just as Jesus did not physically lift people to their feet so 
much as he said, “Pick up your bed and walk…stretch forth your 
hand” and so forth here.   
 
Paul, perceiving that he had faith to be healed said, “Stand upright on 
thy feet.”  (See below)    

 
Acts 14:10   Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet.  
And he leaped and walked. 
 

You notice that the first thing this man does also is what?  He leaps 
before he walks.  He never had walked, and “the first thing he did was 
leap.”  (See above, paraphrased)   
 
And Isaiah, if you will recall the prophecy, it indicated “the lame man 
shall leap as an hart.”  (See below, paraphrased) 
 

Isa 35:6   Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert. 
 

It is a fulfillment of prophecy.  Therefore, it’s God’s idea, you see, not 
man’s healing. 
 
Well, since it was quite a heathen area, everybody comes out and wants to 
create a holiday.  They figures that “Barnabas; he’s the bigger man, looks 



like Jupiter.  And Paul, since he talks so much, is probably Mercury.  And 
they come out and they are going to do a big sacrifice to the heathen 
gods.”  (See below, paraphrased)   

 
Acts 14:12   And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, 
because he was the chief speaker. 
Acts 14:13   Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, 
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done 
sacrifice with the people. 
 

There’s another reaction to healing they hadn’t run into up to now.   
“Barnabas and Paul immediately run into them rent their clothes” which 
was easier than paying cash, and saying, “Why do you do these things?  
We’re men like you, and this is the living God that is responsible for this 
healing.”  (See below, paraphrased) 
 

Acts 14:14   Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, 
heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying 
out, 
Acts 14:15   And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are 
men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should 
turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: 
 

Well, after they protested and stopped that, just at that time, “Jews arrive 
from Antioch and Iconium; they persuade the people that really, far from 
being gods, these men are nuisances and civil disturbers.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 
 
 And therefore, what do they do?  That shows you the extremes of human 
nature.  You’re a god one moment, and they stone you the next.  And that’s 
exactly what happened to Jesus if you recall the triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem --  and one week later.  So avoid triumphal entries if you can at 
all help it.   
 
So, “Paul is stoned.”  (See below, paraphrased) 
 



Acts 14:19    And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and 
Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, 
drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

Now, remember later in a list of the things that he gives that he’s been 
through; he says he was stoned once, and this is the only record that we 
have of it. “They drag him out insensible, looking as if he is dead.”  (See 
above, paraphrased) 
 

Acts 14:20   Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose 
up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 
 

“The disciples, instead of running, stand around about him.”  (See above, 
paraphrased) 
 
Now, I don’t know whether anybody in this room would have had the 
courage Paul did.  Even if we rose up from the dead, would you have run 
back into the city?  Didn’t you get the idea that you weren’t wanted?   
 
“He comes back into the city.  He would not be thrown out.  He then leaves 
with Barnabas the next day,” normally, “to Derbe to preach there.”  (See 
below, repeated, and paraphrased,) 
 

Acts 14:20   Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose 
up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 
Acts 14:21   And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and 
had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and 
Antioch 

 
And Acts 14, verse 22, the last three lines, he indicates that “we must 
through great tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 

Acts 14:22   Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them 
to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God. 
 

But he’s establishing churches as he goes.  And think of the influence of his 
example in stamping the example to follow Christ in that early church. 
 



So, as he creates churches as he goes along, he comes back through.  He 
retraces his steps and returns to Antioch in Syria, not the Antioch of Pisidia.  
He’s back home again 

Acts 14:26   And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had 
been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they 
fulfilled. 
 

If you want to know how the church responded to the results of this first 
mission; they hold a special corporate meeting and “rehearsed” in Acts 14, 
verse 27, “all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the 
door of faith unto the Gentiles.”  (See below) 

 
Acts 14:27   And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how 
he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 

 
Look at that news, “the door of faith has been opened to the Gentiles.”  
(See below, repeated and paraphrased) 

 
Acts 14:27   And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how 
he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 
 

That says something about the corporate body, especially if the New 
Testament remark “that the church is the body of Christ is correct.   
 
You can’t divide that body.  If you try, you’re trying to break the body of 
Christ in that sense.  This was tried on the cross.   
 
And collectively man is at one under one God if the Biblical theme is 
accurate.  And that must include the Gentiles; it must even include those 
we may count among our enemies.  And Paul’s approach here is a pioneer 
one.   
 
They report back to their branch church, and it looks like it’s good work; 
however, they’re about to hear from the church in Jerusalem because 
certain men reported on Paul, wrote letters and said that he was dealing 
with Gentiles without authority. 
 



And the entire Acts, Chapter 15 is the great dissension in the church on this 
point.  We thought we’d solved it earlier.  Remember when they challenged 
Peter on it – why he talked with Cornelius.  But Barnabas and Paul have to 
go up to Jerusalem and answer for it.   
 
Acts 15, verse 6, gives you a picture of the early church government.  “The 
apostles and elders came together to consider it.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 
 

Acts 15:6   And the apostles and elders came together for to consider 
of this matter. 
 

Much disputing, “Peter rises to his feet, and he refreshes their memories 
about the Cornelius incident in Caesarea.”  (See below, paraphrased)  
 

Acts 15:7   And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, 
and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good 
while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 

 
And that support helps because they hear then, Barnabas and Paul, in Acts 
15, verse 12, who “who rehearses all the miracles and wonders that had 
been wrought among the Gentiles.”  (See below, paraphrased) 
 
Again the evidence is from the Holy Ghost, the wonders, the miracles, the 
signs, the conversions, and the churches.  The Gentiles are receptive.  
That’s undeniable.   
 
But you have a segment within the church.  Here is the division from within 
that is very staunchly conservative in the Judaic tradition and holds out 
against the Christian church extending its (? Stakes.) 

Acts 15:12   Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to 
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

 
James speaks for the governing board.   

 
13   And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, 
Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 



14   Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for his name. 

 
And Acts 15, verse 15, goes back to the authority “of the prophets.”   (See 
below)  

 
15   And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 

 
And the first major church decision, as if it were the Mother Church, writing 
a letter now to the branch churches being formed, occurs in this chapter.  
They decide that it’s all right for the Gentiles to be members of the church 
without being circumcised, without being brought into the ritual of the Jew.   
 
That’s a major step forward, “but the entire church agrees with it” – or so it 
says in Acts 15, verse 22.   (See below, paraphrased) 
 

Acts 15:22   Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole 
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, 
chief men among the brethren: 

 
The letter is written and one of the first views of early correspondence, 
early Christian correspondence we get in Acts, Chapter 15, starting with 
verse 23 with the formal opening of a letter of that period:  “apostles and 
elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:”  (See below, partial) 
 

Acts 15:23   And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The 
apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren 
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: 

 
And notice how it begins:  “We’ve heard that certain which went out from us 
have been identified with the church in Jerusalem have troubled you with 
words, and we hadn’t given them any instruction to do that.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 
 

Acts 15:24   Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went 
out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave 
no such commandment: 



 
And then, notice in Acts 15, verse 25, your key phrase:  “It seemed good 
unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send to you…” – notice “our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul.”  You see the love with which the Mother 
Church embraces their work – “men that have harzarded their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  And so forth.  (See below, paraphrased) 

 
Acts 15:25   It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one 
accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, 
Acts 15:26   Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

“Well, they deliver it back to Antioch.  There is much rejoicing.”  (See below, 
paraphrased)  
 

Acts 15:30   So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and 
when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the 
epistle: 
Acts 15:31   Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the 
consolation. 

 
And it isn’t very long however before Paul says to Barnabas, in Acts 15, 
verse 36, “Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we 
have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.”  (See below) 
 

Acts 15:36   And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go 
again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and see how they do. 

 
Paul acts almost more as a mother than a father in one way, to go back 
and see how the infant churches are doing.   
 
Now, we’re going to have another dissension.  Now these men we’re 
talking about in most Renaissance paintings have halos over their heads.  
And if you’ve ever had problems in your own church corporate or 
committee meetings, remember that you aren’t setting any precedent, that 
the target is the unity of the church, and if we can be dragged into dividing 
it, so much the better who has made church unity the target.   
 



Here Barnabas says, “I’m going to take my cousin with me, John Mark.”  
And Paul says, “You are, are you?  I don’t think that’s such a hot idea,” 
because if you recall on our last trip, he decided to leave us at Pamphylia 
and head back home.  (See below, paraphrased) 
 

37   And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose 
surname was Mark. 
38   But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed 
from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 

 
The implication is it might be getting hot in the kitchen, and John Mark 
thought he might go home.   
 
Now, Paul needed reliability, and therefore, he felt it may not have been the 
right time to take John Mark again.  But Barnabas being a cousin of Mark, 
look in Acts 15, verse 39, look what happens between them.   
 
“The contention was so sharp that they departed asunder.  Barnabas took 
Mark and went to Cyprus.”  (See below, paraphrased 
 

39   And the contention was so sharp between them, that they 
departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, 
and sailed unto Cyprus; 
 

“Paul chose Silas and went through Syria and Cilicia.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 
 

40   And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the 
brethren unto the grace of God. 
41And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. 

 
This time going over the land route rather than going ‘this’ way, Barnabas 
and Mark sailed for Cyprus, but Paul and Silas go over the land route to 
visit the same towns that he was visiting before. 
 
Now, lest we feel that division is a lasting one, you will see in Paul’s 
epistles where Mark is with him, and he also urges at one point to bring 
Mark so that he could see him. 
 



So, this is one of those passing things but Paul apparently so conscious of 
the need of reliability at this point that they part company. 
 
“Timothy joins them” in Acts, Chapter 16, verse 1, “at Derbe and Lystra.”  
(See below, paraphrased)   
 

Acts 16:1   Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain 
disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, 
which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: 
 

And “Timothy is a son of a Jewess… but his father was Greek.”  (See 
above, paraphrased) 
 
That presents problems with circumcision.  Paul, after he got this splendid 
precedent-shattering decision not to have to circumcise Gentiles; 
nevertheless urges Timothy to become circumcised partly, undoubtedly, 
because his mother is a Jewess.  Right now that’s a matter of hot debate in 
Israel:  Who is a Jew and who isn’t?  The general consensus, I believe, that 
if your mother is Jewish, then you are.  
 
 And Paul undoubtedly needed Timothy to work in the synagogues with him 
and perhaps in Jerusalem visit the temple, and no Gentile (uncircumcised) 
could have gone in there.  So, it’s probably a matter of convenience (not to 
lose the point he’d made with the Church earlier).   

 
Acts 16:3   Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and 
circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: 
for they knew all that his father was a Greek. 

 

 


