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“After the Master, What? The Book of Acts” 
[With permission from a transcription by Sue Merrill] 

Now let’s turn to Acts, Chapter 10.  Here we’re introduced to Cornelius.  
Cornelius sounds like he was a musician of some sort, at least the way the 
King James Version translates it.  We are told that “Cornelius belonged to 
the Italian band, a devout man, and one apparently who had despite his 
heathen background, been impressed by monotheism and was used to 
praying.”   (See below, paraphrased)                                    

Acts 10:1   There was a certain man in Cæsarea called Cornelius, a 
centurion of the band called the Italian band, 
 
Acts 10:2   A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, 
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 
 

“He receives a vision.”  (See below, paraphrased)  
 

Acts 10:3   He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the 
day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 
Cornelius. 

 
“Peter himself, (is) going to pray on the house top,” (verse 9 of Acts, 
Chapter 10) “about the sixth hour (or our noon time).” (See below, 
paraphrased) 

 
Acts 10:9   On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew 
nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the 
sixth hour: 
 

“Although he is very hungry, he begins to fall into a trancelike state, and he 
begins to get a vision.”  (See below, paraphrased) 
 

Acts 10:10   And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but 
while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 

 
“In this vision we see a sheet knit at four corners is let down to the earth.”   

 



Acts 10:11   And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel 
descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four 
corners, and let down to the earth: 

 
“And within that sheet we find varieties of animals.”  (See below, 
paraphrased) 

 
Acts 10:12   Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 
 

Many of these animals are forbidden as far as the Levitical restrictions 
against certain items of food are concerned.   
 
“They were unclean animals.”   (See below, paraphrased)   
 

Acts 10:13   And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and 
eat. 
 
Acts 10:14   But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any 
thing that is common or unclean. 

 
“But in Peter’s vision, he hears an emphatic voice telling him to kill and 
eat.”  (See above, paraphrased) 
 
And Peter, true to his training even in his vision, says, “Not so, Lord; I have 
never eaten anything that is common or unclean.”  (See above, 
paraphrased) 
 
The response to Peter in the vision reads in verse 15, “What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common.”  (See below) 
 

Acts 10:15   And the voice spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 
 

“Three times this message is given to Peter, “ which is rather interesting 
when we remember that Peter usually takes three times in order to get a 
message.  (See below, paraphrased) 
 



Now, lest we think that’s peculiar to Peter, I think if we look back at over 
some of our own lives and experiences, we make take more than three 
times sometimes to get a message.    

 
Acts 10:16   This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up 
again into heaven. 

 
Now, Peter, really not knowing what this vision means yet, he’s thinking 
about it and suddenly the men from Cornelius have arrived.”  (See below, 
paraphrased)   
 

Acts 10:17   Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision 
which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent 
from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before 
the gate, 
 
 

He takes with him six Jewish Christians from Joppa, and they come to 
Caesarea.   
 

23Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter 
went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied 
him. 
 
24And the morrow after they entered into Cæsarea. And Cornelius 
waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen and near 
friends. 

 
Entering into Cornelius’s house, he finds he is surrounded by all Gentiles 
and a large group.   
 
Peter is being faced now with a major challenge, because it is his training, 
as you can see in Acts 10, verse 28, that “it is unlawful for him to enter in 
and eat and keep company with Gentiles.”  (See below, paraphrased)   
 

Acts 10:28   And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an 
unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto 
one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call 
any man common or unclean 
 



Then it is Peter’s vision comes clear.  If God had told him in that vision that 
, “what God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.”  (See below, 
repeated) 
 

Acts 10:15   And the voice spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

 
And that applied to animals, what about men?  Is it possible that 
Christianity is designed for anyone and everyone?  If that’s what the Holy 
Spirit or Holy Ghost has revealed to Peter, let’s see what the result is. 
 
Acts 10, verse 34, begins a lecture or sermon to the first group of Gentiles.  
And the opening statement that Peter makes is one that could be well 
considered by every denomination of Christianity today.  “Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons.” 
 

Acts 10:34  Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

 
Here Peter expressed his new view of God, that God is no respecter of 
persons, that God speaks to receptivity.  
 

Acts 10:34   Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

 
This new view of God, of course, leads to this next question:  Should man 
as well be no respecter of persons?  This is a tradition-shattering concept. 
 
And Acts 10, verse 35, Peter summarizes it by saying “in every nation he 
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”  (See 
below) 
 

Acts 10:35   But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. 
 

Then he begins to explain to Cornelius and the friends and acquaintances 
of Cornelius, the history of early Christianity.  “The beginning of Christianity 
is traced from Galilee after John’s baptism, how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth.”  (See below, paraphrased)   
 



Acts 10:37   That word, I say, ye know, which was published 
throughout all Judæa, and began from Galilee, after the baptism 
which John preached; 

 
Of course that word “anointed” immediately identifies Jesus as the 
Messiah.  This is a point that Peter is obviously going to get across to this 
Gentile audience that would need some instruction in this.  (See below, 
paraphrased) 
 

Acts 10:38   How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

 
And you find in Acts 10, verse 43, he does that by stating that “all the 
prophets had given witness to the Messiah, namely Jesus.”  (See below, 
paraphrased)   

 
Acts 10:43   To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 
 

As soon as Peter gets into this “Walked to Emmaus” approach, in other 
words the comprehension of Jesus’ role in the earlier scripture, we find in 
Acts 10, verse 44 that “the Holy Ghost falls on all the listeners.”  (See 
below, paraphrased) 

 
Acts 10:44    While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost  fell 
on all them which heard the word. 
 

It wasn’t Peter’s idea that this should happen; it’s at the Holy Ghost’s 
initiative.  This is disturbing to some of those that came with Peter:  Jewish 
Christians.   
And we will find it becomes even more disturbing to other elements in the 
church later on, for this is a departure.  The question underlying this event 
is “Should the church be parochial or universal?”  Is it simply a sect of 
Judaism or an outcome of Judaism, or is it the fulfillment of God’s will as 
expressed in prophecy with its ultimate mission to embrace universal 
humanity?  


