
[Warren's P.S. on a present day Joseph-story application:  (as promised at the end of Aubrey’s 
Met Application ideas): We read in the Section 3 about our God who is “ready to forgive” (B13, 
Ps. 86:5) and how Joseph “spake kindly” (B17) to his brothers who “could not speak peaceably 
unto him” B14)  Here's an example of how perfect this concept was in helping me solve a 
problem of unfair treatment in the first architectural firm I worked at.  Instead of taking offense 
and reacting, I was able to respond with a sense of divine Love when Joe, my immediate 
supervisor, did several mean and unfair things to me.  His actions were apparently motivated by 
jealousy of my Princeton University education and were aimed at making my work look bad 
before our mutual employer.  Joe assigned me the most menial jobs to do, and then proceeded to 
smear my lettering and even to poke a hole (with a drafting triangle) in a drawing that I'd been 
working on all day.)  On my drive home that night I humbly prayed for God's help to heal this 
situation.  As I fervently prayed the "Daily Prayer" to get new meaning out of each familiar 
word, it struck me that I was praying for God to "rule our of ME all sin", not to rule anything out 
of Joe!  (Church Manual, 41)  Two examples from the Bible came to mind right away about 
individuals who had overcome hateful injustice and unkindness.  Although Joseph was sold into 
slavery by his jealous brothers and was later unjustly accused and thrown into prison, he refused 
to be discouraged and continued to "live to give" no matter his circumstances.  Mary Baker 
Eddy's spiritual sense definition of "Joseph" in the Glossary of Science and Health reads in part: 
"pure affection, blessing its enemies."  (589:21) I pledged that no matter what Joe did, I would 
not react and take offense, but would rather do all I could to bless him.   

I also remembered how Jesus was given the most unfair and horrific treatment imaginable, even 
whipping and death by crucifixion. Yet, he refused to react or to take it personally.  In the 
Garden of Gethsemane he knew what was coming but instead of running away or reacting in 
anger to those who he knew would hurt him, he healed one of his captors.  In an attempt to 
defend his Master, Peter reacted by whipping out his sword and cutting off the ear of one of 
Jesus' captor.  Jesus responded to that reactionary situation by lift all involved to divine Love by 
quickly healing the severed ear.  As Mary Baker Eddy says as part of the definition of 
"Gethsemane" in the Glossary of Science and Health "love meeting no response, but still 
remaining love."  (586:24) With Jesus as my example, I decided that I would remain loving no 
matter what Joe did the next day and thereafter.  At first it looked like Joe had not changed at all 
in the way he treated me, but these Bible examples had “ruled out of me all sin”, all tendency to 
react with anger and hate.  What turned the tide and changed everything with Joe was my 
spontaneous offer to do something unselfish for him.  I quickly offered to loan him money and to 
drive him around during our lunch hour when I overheard him lamenting to another co-worker 
that he just remembered that it was his wedding anniversary, that he had forgotten to get a 
present for his wife and had left his wallet in his car which he had dropped off at a distant repair 
shop. From that point on Joe and I became best friends.  He taught me how to play racquetball 
and we played several times a week when we weren't waterskiing behind his boat after work. He 
attended several Christian Science lectures with me and even started studying a Science and 
Health that I shared with him.  As it says "No power can withstand divine Love."  (Science and 
Health, 224:31)] 

 


