
Jesus Brings Lazarus Back from the Dead 
A Bible Reenactment Skit by CedarS Bible Park Rangers, Lauren Cornthwaite  
 Warren Huff, [with Narrator comments based on a Cobbey Crisler talk called  

“Book of John, A Walk with the Beloved Disciple”] 
 

From Bible Verses: John 11:1, 4, 17, 21-26, 30-31, 38,39, 41-44 
 

Setting: Bethany 
 
Characters:  
Jesus 
Lazarus 
Mary 
Martha 
Friends of Lazarus and Mary and Martha 
Narrator 
 
Narrator: A friend of Jesus, named Lazarus, is sick.  He lives in a town called Bethany 
with his sisters Mary and Martha.  This is the same Mary who put aromatic oils on Jesus’ 
feet and then wiped them with her hair. It is her brother Lazarus who is sick.  When Jesus 
hears this news, he says: 

Jesus: “This sickness is not fatal. It will just be an opportunity to show God’s glory by 
glorifying God’s Son…  Our friend Lazarus is just in a trance-like sleep.  I’m going to 
wake him up from this trance.” 

Narrator: Two days later Jesus leaves to help his friend.  When he finally gets to 
Bethany, he finds that Lazarus has been dead for four days already.  Upon hearing that 
Jesus is coming at last, Martha goes out to meet him. (Mary stays in the house with all the 
mourners.)  Outside town, Martha says to Jesus: 
 
Martha: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.  But I know, even 
now that he has been in the tomb for four days, that anything you ask of God, God will 
answer you.” 
 
Jesus: “Your brother will be raised up.” 
 
Martha: “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the end of time.” 
 
Narrator: Jesus then reveals to Martha’s receptive thought the first-time stated truth that 
there’s no need to wait till the End, because as he says:  

Jesus: “I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. Anyone who believes in me, even though 
he or she dies, will live. And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately die 
at all.” 



 
 
Narrator: The mourners follow Mary when she leaves to join Jesus and Mary outside 
town at Lazarus’ simple tomb.  It’s in a cave behind a big stone.  Jesus says:  
 
Jesus: “Take away the stone.”   
 
Narrator: After the people roll the stone away from the mouth of the cave, Jesus repeats 
aloud his gratitude-in-advance, affirmation method of prayer in order that bystanders 
would hear it and record it as a standard for us to follow.  Just as when Jesus gave thanks 
in advance before he fed the multitudes, he raises his eyes to heaven and prays: 
  
Jesus: “Father, I’m grateful that you have listened to me. I know you always do listen 
and answer whatever I ask, but because of this crowd standing around me, I ask aloud so 
that they may see and believe in your power and that you have sent me.”   
 
Narrator: After this prayer of affirmation, Jesus shouts: 
 
Jesus: “Lazarus, come out!” 
 
Narrator: [“Obviously, Jesus wouldn’t yell, if he didn’t think Lazarus could hear.”]  But 
Lazarus does hear and comes out of the cave, a cadaver, wrapped from head to toe, and 
with a kerchief over his face.  But [there’s another part of the healing that’s necessary.  
There is a sense of freedom which is so important. The environment, holding Lazarus in 
the grave, needs to release him.  So, Jesus turns to those around him and says”]  
 
Jesus: “Loose him, and let him go.” 
 
Follow-up Questions and Application Ideas: 

• Has any good in your life ever seemed to die, or are you worried that it will? If 
so, and if “worry is just ingratitude in advance”, how can you follow Jesus 
method of gratitude in advance and of affirming Love’s ever-present care? 

• Mary and Martha had faith in Jesus, and knew that he would heal Lazarus. Do 
you have any examples that you could share about how your faith in God has 
brought about healing or the breaking out of a rut? [Remember “A rut is just a 
grave with the ends kicked out.’] 

• After the healing, what consent to freedom did you (or do you) need to give to 
make it complete? 

 
 


