
The Man Healed at the Pool of Bethesda 
 

Setting: Jerusalem 
 
Bible: John 5:1-9, the 3rd sign to John that Jesus was the Messiah 
 
Characters:  

• Jesus 
• People who need to be healed: blind, hurt, etc 
• Man who cannot walk 
• Narrator 

 
Narrator: Let me tell you a story about faith and the power it has.  In Jerusalem near the 
sheep market there was a pool named Bethesda.  People came from far and wide to see 
this pool, because they believed that an angel came down and touched the water.  
Whoever got into the water first after the angel came would be healed. 
 
(People come to the pool who are blind or need to be healed) 
 
There was a man at the pool who had been hurt and could not walk for thirty-eight years.  
Jesus was in Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews, and saw the man at the pool.  He could see 
that the man had been there for a long time, waiting to touch the waters and be healed. 
 
Jesus: Do you want to be made whole? 
 
Man: Sir, I don’t have anyone to help me.  When the angel comes to trouble the water, no 
one can help me down to it, and every time I try to go myself someone steps into the 
water before me.   
 
Jesus: Rise, take up your bed, and walk.   
 
Narrator: Immediately the man stood up, gathered up his things, and walked. 
This man had faith that the angel would heal him, and Jesus recognized that. 
 
Follow-up questions and discussion starters: 
 

• Have you ever felt like you got somewhere too late and someone else got your 
place? (even a parking place?) 

• What does it mean to have faith? 
• Why do you think Jesus just healed the man, instead of helping him down to the 

pool? (Then it would have been Jesus’ dominion, instead of the man’s dominion) 
• Have you ever had a healing without convalescence (a time of getting better) by 

just knowing that God was always going to protect you and be there for you? 
• What do you think this man did after Jesus healed him? 


